222.	GCIDE  TO  CALCUTTA.
Holborn, had volunteered for Missionary work in India.
After a voyage of four months and a half on board the
American ship Criterion, Marshman and Ward with two
others, on October 13th, 1799, reached the Danish port of
Serampore. The attitude of the Government at Calcutta
was not likely to be favourable to Missonaries of a sect
then so much despised as that of the Anabaptists. * Even
in England the age of toleration had not yet dawned and
to the average English laymen, whose hatred of dissent
was by no.means the counterpart of his zeal for the Church,
dissent was another name for hostility to "establishments"
«and sympathy for that still active volcano—the French
Revolution. Massacres of English folks at isolated
Indian statipns were'jstill incidents not altogether infre-
quent in recent memory and what might be expected if
any cobbler or journeyman printer should be allowed to
excite the fanaticism of the people by their indiscreet
denunciations of the native faith ? Threatened with
deportation by the English authorities, Marshman and
Ward elected to remain under the protection of the Danes
at Serampore. On January the 10th, 1800, Carey, with
his family, c 'consisting of four sons and wife in a state of
hopeless "insanity," joined Marshman and Ward at the
Danish capital, and so formed that for ever memorable
triumvirate of Baptist Missionaries. The baptism of the
first convert took place on Sunday, December 20th, 1800.
"'The missionaries assembled -with the congregation in the chapel, and Mr-
Carey walked down to the river with his eldest son, about to be baptised, and
Krishna, on either side of him. Mr. Thomas, who was confined to his couch,
made the air resound with blasphemous ravings ; and Mrs. Carey shut up iif
her own room on the opposite side of the path, poured forth the most painful
shrieks. At the ghat, or landing stairs, the Governor and several Europeans,
and a large body of Portuguese, and a dense crowd of Hindoos and Maho-
medans, were waiting to witness this novel ceremony. To this assembly Mr*
Carey explained that they did not believe there was any Divine virtue in the
river, but regarded it as the simple element of water; that Krishna was foi-
merly of their creed but professed by the present act to renounce his belief
in the gods, and profess his belief in one God, and to become a disciple of
Jesus Christ. The most perfect silence and a feeling of deep solemnity per-
vaded the whole assembly, and the Governor was melted to tears. In the
afternoon the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered for the first
ttma in the Bengali language. This public celebration of the ordinance of
oaptlim created great excitement through the town and neighbourhood, and
tbe vernacular school was deserted by every lad. The same result has fol-
lowed a± subsequent periods the conversion ol native youths in missionary

